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Developed through an interdisciplinary collaboration between Erika Fülöp (Université de 

Toulouse), Serge Bouchardon (Université de technologie de Compiègne), and students at the 

latter institution, "Writing is…" is an interactive website that invites to think actively about 

writing in its complexity and expansion in the contemporary coded and multimedia 

environment. At the same time, it is designed to grow a collection of user-generated verbo-

visual propositions about the various meanings of, and associations with, writing across times, 

cultures, arts and other fields. 

The work opens with a screen presenting in a quick sequence a random subset of images from 

the work’s participatory database, containing texts and images related to writing in some sense. 

The user is invited to select a picture without having full control over their choice due to the 

quick changes triggered by the movement of the mouse. On the second screen, they are offered 

a short proposition beginning with “Writing is…”, also selected randomly from the database. 

The following screen then invites them to modify the text if they wish to and to format and 

position it in the image. The user also has the option to upload a different image and combine 

a text with that. If they authorise, the image-text created is then added to a gallery showing all 

contributions. By clicking on an image in the gallery, the user can also see all the texts 

superposed on it by all previous users, potentially overlapping and made (partly) unreadable. 

In addition to this core functional structure, "Writing is…" highlights in various ways the 

presence of underlying texts and layers of code acting behind the scenes, such as hovering over 

the plain black background revealing hidden texts, or the log files’ contents appearing between 

two screens. The interface is, in the current prototype, presented in French and English, but 

contributions will be encouraged in any language and writing system to emphasize diversity. 

The ultimate aim of this project is to make the users reflect on the concept and realities of 

writing, to enrich their perception of the phenomenon, and to gather a constantly evolving set 

of varied perspectives on it, while also recognizing the particularities and limitations of the 

technology and media types involved.  

As such, its purpose is on the one hand artistic, inviting to think broadly and creatively about 

writing; and on the other hand, pedagogical, in highlighting the complexity and diversity of 

writing as gesture, technology, mode of communication, cultural and social practice, political 

tool, art form, mental process, object of desire, representation, theory, and so on. The website 

has been designed to facilitate use in workshops and educational settings and play the role of 

an illustration and interactive component in sessions on languages and writing, writing 

technologies and theories, digital culture, and more. 
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Serge Bouchardon (http://www.utc.fr/~bouchard/) is Professor at the Université de 

technologie de Compiègne (Alliance Sorbonne Université, France), where he teaches 

interactive writing. His research focuses on digital literature. As an author 

(http://www.sergebouchardon.com/), he is particularly interested in the way the gestures 

specific to the Digital contribute to the construction of meaning. 

Erika Fülöp is Professor of Twenty-first-century Literature, Digital Humanities and Creative 

Writing at the Université de Toulouse 2 Jean Jaurès (France). Her research focuses on creative 

digital and multimedia writing practices. Her latest book, a monograph co-authored with Gilles 

Bonnet and Gaëlle Théval on French literary experimentation on YouTube (Qu’est-ce que la 

LittéraTube?) is forthcoming in May 2023. Her research diary of 2021 is available here 

(https://babelhead.github.io/DisHop/). 
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